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October 21 , 1999

99-214
For Immediate Release:

BEQUEST TO FUND FLORENCE COLES BALLENGER TEACHERS' CENTER
CHARLESTON-- A portion of a $1 million bequest left to Eastern Illinois
University will fund the Florence Coles Ballenger Teachers' Center-- a facility whose
wide range of materials and services will facilitate the success of teachers from all
disciplines.
Eastern's Board of Trustees authorized the establishment of the center in honor
of a bequest left to the university by the 92-year-old alumna who died earlier this year.
Mrs. Ballenger ('25) left one third of her $3.7 million legacy to Eastern ; another third to
the Chicago area's Kennedy-King College (formerly known as Woodrow Wilson Junior
College), where she once taught; and the remainder to St. Petersburg Junior College,
where she taught after moving to Florida in the early 1960s.
According to Mrs. Ballenger's trust, Eastern's share was " ...to be used for such
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university purposes as the governing body (Board of Trustees) thereof deems
appropriate."
According to Teshome Abebe, provost and vice president for academic affairs,
the East Reading Room of Booth Library-- set to reopen in 2001 following an $18
million renovation/expansion-- will become the home of the Ballenger Teachers'
Center. In addition to supporting the undergraduate/graduate education programs at
Eastern, the center will serve as a resource to those already into their teaching careers.
The center (4,750 square feet) will be located just off the main foyer inside the
historic north entrance to the library, and adjacent to the library's reference area, an online computer bay and the Edgar Seminar Room. Additionally, it has a connecting stair
to the building's lower level where periodicals, microforms and the patron lounge reside.
Features of the Ballenger Teachers' Center will include Eastern's juvenile and K
through 12 curriculum collections of more than 30,000 volumes; access to electronic
databases related to education and teaching; seating and networked table space for 44
visitors; comfortable group seating areas for 11 visitors; technology stations for eight
users; a staffed service desk open 93 hours per week; a variety of shelving and display
areas for education materials; and programming for forums and special activities for
area teachers and education students.
A portion of Mrs. Ballenger's bequest will equip the center with appropriate
furniture, cabinetry and state-of-the-art technology stations. In addition, a portion will
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be reserved to augment Booth Library's capability of providing the most diverse
collection of teaching materials possible and to promote activities that stimulate the use
of the collection by Eastern's faculty and students, as well as by area teachers.
In addition to the teacher's center, Mrs. Ballenger's $1 million gift will be used to
support faculty development throughout the university.
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